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FOREWORD 
On recommendation of the Newfoundland Fisheries 
Development Committee, the Governments of Canada and New-
foundland joined in carrying out a survey in July and August, 
1952, of the more important communities on the northeast coast 
of the Province of Newfoundland. While the emphasis was placed 
on the commercial fisheries of these communities, factual infor-
mation was also compiled on the harbour facilities, forestry, 
agriculture and the social aspects of community life. The notes 
included in the report are intended to provide the Development 
Committee, and later the various departments of the two govern-
ments, with data for their guidance in planning and carrying out 
a programme of fisheries development. 
It should be understood that, in view of the relatively 
short time available to cover th.is large area, the survey was of 
necessity more of a reconnaissance than an exhaustive study of 
each individual community. 
The departments of the federal government were re-
presented as follows: Fisheries - D.R. Buchanan; Public Works -
E. V. Gilbert; Resources and Development - J.M. Robinson; 
Agriculture - H. W.R. Chancey and I.Green. The government of 
Newfoundland was represented as follows: Fisheries and Co-oper-
atives - C. Storey; Economic Development - N. Short; Agriculture-
R. Carnell; Forestry - E. Corcoran; and Public Welfare - R. L. 
Andrews and W. Rockwood. 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
... 
' 
EXI s Tl r{G DilEii.lCvT J.i. TLI?.S : 
11.PPRO;.CHBS FROl\I THE Sr~ii: 
FOG COl\J Dl TlONS: 
STOID:I co1.; DITIOI~S: 
ICE COI,f DITI01JS: 
TIDJ~L PECULI1:.llITII~S: 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: 
POSSIBiLITILS OF PROVIDING 
vvHi~RF h.Gl: J1r~D SI-IELTBR: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
AVhIL1~BILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
l\IJ~rrERI11.LS: 
EVG: ~ugust 9, 1952. 
v'lesleyville 0 
Latitude 49og~'1J. Longitude 
53033'W. Charts 293 and 294. 
Air photos: Al2172-6 & 7, 
Public wr1arf, 124 ft. face o 
Coastal stear:1ers use tl1is vvhC!rf o 
Some smaller private wharves. 
Publiclanding for small boats in 
Sleepy Cove. 
Sv..rains I sl2r1d, l!ut terfly I sl0nd 
and other small islands make 
natural breakwaters. 
Crooked: between shoals and Islds. 
Fair. 
Good, once in harbour, except 
rJorth and South winds blow 
straight through the tickle. 
Freezes in Januury. 
sea ice leaves coast 
April or I·lEly. 
1Jor1e. 
Rock. 
rJot required 0 
CleC!rs \AThe11 
in late 
None, except possibly rernove some 
boulders in Sleepy Cove. 
Rock, loose or Bnssive, sand end 
gravel, locally. Timber: Bon~vista 
Bay. 
'WSLEYVILLE 
Public Wharf 
l 
Tar pot for tarring nets (This shoreline was solid fish 
flakes a year ago) 
The Carol Strong at Wesleyville 
Public Boat landing, Sleepy Cove 
-
. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR REPORT ON 
FISHING COMMUNITY SCHEDULES 
1. The population for settlements was derived from the 1951 census. 
2. The number of fishermen, the number of boats ar1d the fishing 
gear are those that are actually operating this year. In many 
settlements visited, there were a number of boats and a consid-
erable amount of gear not being used. 
J. The average age and literacy figures would perhaps be more 
applicable if an average were made of several settlements in 
one area. Without a detailed knowledge of every fisherman in 
a settlement, it is only possible to make an approximation of 
the average age and literacy. 
4. The 1950 production of shore fish for settlements waB derived 
from the Fisheries Prices Support Board, Ottawa. 
5. In some instances where it was not possible to get the statis-
tics for the catch of a species of fish for a settlement, this 
information was obtained from the statistics section of the 
Newfoundland Fisheries Board. In the majority of schedules, 
.this information was obtained directly from the field work. 
The statistics for salmon and lobster are for total landings. 
No attempt was made to get the breakdown of sold fresh, pickled 
and canned forms. However, in the areas visited by the survey 
party, practically all of the salmon and lobster are sold in 
the fr esh state. 
6. In many c a ses, for the historical notes on the settlements, 
other sources than f'ield information were used. Among these 
sources were; Reverend Tocque's book entitled "Newfoundland 
As It Was And As It Is Now In 1887" and the Hon. J. R. Small-
wood's "Gazette of Newfoundland". 
FISHING COMMUNITY SCHEDULE 
Population - 1,304 
Settlement Notes: 
Settlement 
Area 
Wcsloyvillc. 
Bonavista North. 
August 9, 1952. 
There are only about four fishermen here. Wesleyville used 
to be the home of the Labrador Floaters. Many of the Newfoundland 
sea captains come from this settlement. There is very few cod 
caught by the residents here. They do some lobster fishing. 
Harbour: It is a very poor harbour. Too shallow and rocky. 
The entire shore from Badger's Quay to Lumsden consists of buge 
flat boulders, with shallow water beaches. 
Agriculture: There is very little land where even gardens can be 
raised 
, 
AGRICULTURE 
Glossary of terms used in attached report 
Smal~ subsistence gardens: 
Garden type agriculture: 
Areas of less than 500' sq. used 
for vegetable production. 
Areas over 500' sq. and less than 
one half acre producing vegetables. 
Small farm type agriculture: Areas over one half acre but less 
than three acres, under cultivation. 
Minor number of sheep: 
Moderate nurnber of sheep: 
Large number of sheep: 
Minor or limited amount of 
pasture or hay land: 
Moderate amount of pasture 
and hay land: 
Large amount of pasture and 
hay land: 
Minor or small numbers. ·of 
hens: 
Minor, small or limited 
amounts of vegetables: 
Less than twenty sheep. 
Over twenty but less than one 
hundred sheep. 
Over 100 sheep. 
Area less than five acres of iso-
lated patches of pasture and hay 
land. 
Area more than five acres and less 
than twenty acres. 
Area over twenty acres. 
, 
One to twelve hens maintained for 
individual family use, 
Production much less than require-
ments. 
-·- -·-· . ·-
LOCATION: 
AGRICULTURE: 
SOILS: 
CROPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
AGRICULTURE 
Wesleyville. DATE: 9-8-52. 
. ' 
Subsistence type gardens, with 
production less than local requirements. 
Soils weathered from a high feldspar 
content granite and existing only in small 
pockets and patches. Ninety percent of 
the whole area consists of granite rock 
outcrop and large boulders. Area generally 
covered with a raw, acidic, peaty organic 
mat. 
Potatoes and cabbage principal crop, 
with minor an ount s of roots produced. 
Small number of sheep, cows and horses 
maintained. 
No agricultural potential due to excessive 
rock outcrop, lack of soil and rough, hilly 
topographyj 
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SEJ~PORT SU.RVEY . NOilTH EAST COAST I<JEvJFOUN.DLA~JD 
• f ' 
Coil1n1uni ty vJesleyville I.Ja t. 49°osv Long. 53°35' 
• 
Air Photo Coverage Al2172 (4 - 9) NFL 7 (200 - 203) 
!·JFL 8 (220 - 223) 
Al2172 ( 4 - 9) 
r,1aps employed 2 SVl (lH 
- 8 miles) 
1. l1Jo. of fan1ilies present novv (vJelfare). 1304/5 - 261 
2. Area of accessible forest. Approx. -- acres, 4 ri1iles away 
over the height of land. 
(a) Estimated percent. of slow growing forest. 100%. 
. . 
(b) Ownership and control. Crown land~ 
J. Difficulties of utilization. 
(a) Existing roads from forest to port~ NilJ but there is one 
road from Valleyfield through 
vvesleyville to Lu1usden. 
(b) Possibilities for roads forest to port. Poor. See notes. 
4·. Sav\Jrnills licensed for 1952-. 
5. Distance to nearest licensed timber - 6 miles. 
6. Opportunities for using port as exit from licensed timber 
are a • J\J i 1 • 
7. Forestry Rating. E. 
) 
• 
\.JESLEYVILLE 
This is a very old settlement built on the coastal 
trade and the Labrador Fishery. Unlike,Lumsden, it did not 
develop a local fishery. It is located between the two 
logical exit streams from the Bowater limits six miles away, 
so it has no potential value as a pulpwood exit port. The 
area around \i[esleyville is a nbnke-apple barrenu vJi th the 
sn1all amount of forest over the height of land and five miles 
away. 
There are two large ponds behind the settlement in which 
the water is a very dark brown from peat. Borings for 
artesian sources should be made before water from the ponds 
is considered for a water supply system. 
The i1c=1rrow road fror.1 Valleyfield, through VJesleyville to 
Lumsden is suitable for li~ited automobile and truck traffic. 
The m0n at vvesleyville are seafnrers, not lun1bermen. 
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